
Sample Assessment Policies Exercise
Do you see any problems with the following policies? What recommendations would you make?
	A.
State Approved Tests

	A1. The following assessments are approved for NRS accountability purposes. 

· CASAS Reading, Mathematics, Listening, and Writing assessments

· TABE most recently published forms (7 and 8) of Reading, Mathematics, and Language Assessments 

Effective July 2003, the following assessments cannot be used for performance funding and NRS reporting 

· Slosson Oral Reading Test (SORT-R)

· The TABE Survey Test

· The Official GED Practice Test

Other assessments may be used to serve unique participants’ needs, but cannot be reported through the NRS data collection system and are not considered valid for performance funding.
	A2. The following assessments are approved for Adult Basic Education:

· ABLE (Adult Basic Learning Examination)

· CASAS (Life Skills on Employability) 

· TABE 

· WorkKeys (Reading for Information, Writing, and Applied Mathematics)

The following are approved for English Literacy Programs:

· BEST

· CASAS (Lifeskills on Employabilty)

· ESLOA

· LAB

· TABE


	B.
Pre and Post Test Policy on Time Between Test Administrations

	B1. Student should be pre-tested prior to enrollment within the first 12 hours of instruction.

Post-testing should occur between 30–50 hours of instruction, at the discretion of the instructor.

Use different forms of the same test for pre- and post-testing.
	B2. All funding applications shall include a description of the timeframe for pre- and post-testing in accordance with one of the following:

a.
test publisher guidelines;

b.
after 40–60 hours of instruction; or

c.
at the end of an  instructional cycle for closed-entry classes.


	C.
Assessment Standards

	C1. Grantees are required to pre-test 90% of enrollees. Grantees are required to have matching pre- and post- tests for a minimum of 50% of the total enrollment beginning in 04.  (Note: minimum for matching pre- and post-tests will increase to 60% in FY05 and to 70% in FY06)
	C2. Eighty percent (80%) of enrolled participants will be Pre-tested. Twenty five (25%) percent of enrolled participants will be administered a post-test using TABE or CASAS.


	D.
Reporting Policies

	D1. Assessment results must be reported in MIS. Programs must keep supporting documentation (e.g., assessment title and form, test dates and scores) in learners’ files and maintain files for a minimum of three years.
	D2. All assessment results (e.g., initial EFL, progress, and level advancement) must be entered in the MIS every 90 calendar days.
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