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Preparing for 2012 Webinars

Â Webinar I: Overview of Changes

Â Webinar II: Implementation Q & A

Â Discuss implementation issues related to 
changes, focused on answers to questions from 
States

Â Webinar III: Sampling Procedures for 
the Follow -up Survey

Â For survey states and data matching 
states that want to supplement their data



Preparing for 2012   #3

Overview of Presentation: 
Webinar III

Â Review automatic cohort changes

Â Explain why sampling is desirable

Â Describe new sampling procedures for 
collecting post-program follow-up measures

Â Describe reporting of survey data

Â Respond to questions
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Changes to Follow-up Outcomes: 
Automatic Cohort Designation

Â Program Year (PY) 2011 -2012:  
Participants identified for follow -up based 
on self-reported goals (program-level)

Â Program Year (PY) 2012 -2013:  
Participants identified for follow -up based 
on demographic variables in the MIS 
(state-level)
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Implications of ñAutomatic Cohort 
Designationò

Â Students belong to a group to be followed 
for NRS post-program outcomes based on 
pre-defined characteristics

Â Following students for post program 
outcomes will no longer be goal dependent

Â Requires data system changes to identify 
cohort membership and local staff must be 
trained on cohort requirements
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Implications for Follow-up

Â The number of learners to follow is likely to 
increase

Â More surveying may be necessary where UI 
wage records and other data sources cannot 
be used

Â Tracking systems will need to be revised

Â Local staff will need additional training 
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How to Reduce Survey Burden?

SURVEY SAMPLING!

Ą Collecting data from a smaller, random 
sample that represents the population

Ą Allows an estimate of the true number, 
within a range of error
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Sampling for Survey

Â Was always permitted as a way to reduce 
burden

Â But no states did it

Â Procedures were designed under goal 
setting requirements

Â Changes needed due to expected increase 
in cohort sizes for 2012 and beyond
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New Survey Guidelines

Â Focus on quality rather than quantity

Â Survey sampling can reduce the number of 
follow-up surveys required

Â To ensure that representative (unbiased) data 
are collected we must:

Â Decide on whether to have state or local estimates

Â Set degree of precision

Â Increase response rate standard
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New NRS Sampling Policy

Â Sampling is optional but recommended for 
states with large cohorts

Â May be used to supplement data from data 
matching

Â Will allow for state and national estimates

Â Local estimates will not be required for NRS

Â Response rate requirements for sampling 
must increase from current 50% to 70% 
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New Sample Size Requirements 
for State Estimates

Â A total survey sample size (ns) will be set for 
states to make state and national estimates

Â Size will be dependent on cohort size needed to 
produce accurate estimates

Â A state sample of 400 to 1,100 students will be 
required, depending on the number of students 
in the cohort

Â Local sample estimates not required

May require a much larger sample
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Examples: Sample size for 200, 
1000 and 100,000

Number of 
Eligible Learners 
in Cohort

Number in 
Sample

1 to 200 All
201 to 400 All
401 to 600 400
601 to 800 500
801 to 1000 500
1001 to 1200 550
1201 to 1400 630
1401 to 1600 660
1601 to 1800 715

15001 to 16000 1030
16001 to 17000 1035
17001 to 18000 1035
18001 to 19000 1050
19001 to 20000 1050
20001 to 25000 1050
25001 to 30000 1065
30001 to 35000 1065
35001 to 40000 1070
40001 to 45000 1085
45001 to 50000 1085
50001 to 100000 1085
100001 and up 1100


