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REVISED IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES
A revised version of the NRS Implementation Guidelines will be released shortly. The guide has been reorganized and edited to explain requirements more clearly and to improve the guidelines usability. The following list summarizes the improvements made to this version of the guidelines over the previous one:

· Definitions and methods organized by measure. Unlike the previous edition of the guide, which had separate chapters on measure definitions and methodologies, the revised guide presents, by measure, definitions, coding categories, and procedures for collecting the measure. 

· Enhanced explanations on methods for ensuring uniform data collection. The revised guide includes additional guidance on procedures for collecting measures to promote more standardized data collection across the State and to improve data quality.

· Enhanced guidance on requirements for standardized assessments. The revised guide contains more detailed explanations about procedures for administering standardized tests to measure educational gain and more specific criteria for States for evaluating the acceptability of an assessment to measure educational gain.

· Revised instructions for table 5. Instructions for completing table 5 have been simplified to promote more accurate completion of the table.

· Additional test benchmarks. New assessments have been added as test benchmarks for measuring educational gain. Exit criteria, using the BEST (Basic English Skills Test) Plus, has been defined for the high advanced English as a second language (ESL) level

· Reporting of foreign language GED. The revised guide clarifies that states may report student attainment of a foreign language GED, as long as state policy recognizes this outcome.

State directors will be notified and sent a copy of the new Guidelines when they are released. The Guidelines will also be available of the NRS website, www.nrsweb.org, for downloading.
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